STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Shri Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

B-34/903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana.





….Complainant
Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secretary,

Local Government,

Punjab., Chd.





        …Respondent.

CC No. 04 of 2006 

Alongwith AC No. 167 of 2006
ORDER
Present: 
Sh. Hemant Goswami on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. D.S.Bains, Principal Secretary, Local Government, Punjab
Sh. Vikas Partap, Commissioner, M.C., Ludhiana.

Sh. D.P.S.Kharbanda, Commissioner, M.C., Amritsar.

Sh.  K.S.Kahlon, Law Officer-cum-PIO office of M.C., Ludhiana.
Sh. P.S.Ghuman, Assistant Commissioner, M.C., Amritsar.



This hearing in chambers follows our orders of 31.12.2007 in CC-04 of 2006 and AC 167 of 2006.  

2.

During the hearings in the specific cases, the matter regarding delivery of specific information as demanded has separately been considered and decision taken thereon.  

3.

The hearing in chambers was ordered to appraise the deficiencies in the systems of management in the two MCs, especially in relation to the management of record that is the source/basis of information to be delivered under RTI Act, 2005.  

4.

The Respondents, who represent the highest levels for decision making and implementation in the field of administration of Local Government in the State, explained the prevalent status of record management and management information systems.  It was accepted that the record management in the Municipal Corporations including those of Ludhiana and Amritsar, is deficient.  Retrieval of information from the existing records was proving to be extremely difficult.  The officers from the Government and the Corporations identified the following areas where major deficiencies exist :- 
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(i)
 The management of systems for information.

(ii)
Trained man power for handling information related matters.



(iii)
Equipment (funds and computers etc.). 
5.

Principal Secretary, Local Government explained that there are existing schemes of the Government wherein administrative reforms and deficiencies in relation to data management in Municipal Local Bodies are being addressed. It was assured that the Government would not allow the lack of funds or personnel to stand in the way of administrative reform measures.  
6.

On behalf of the Complainant and Appellant it was brought out that even the existing systems according to the manuals prescribed are not being adhered to.  The Complainant/Appellant stated that the basic requirements of Section 4(i)(a), 4(i)(b) and 4(i)(c) had not been complied with. 
7.

After hearing all the parties, it was decided as under :-  

(i)
That the Principal Secretary, Local Government alongwith the Commissioners of the two Corporations would prepare a comprehensive and detailed action plan for removal of the deficiencies as brought out.  The plan would include a time bound frame for establishment of effective computerized management information systems.  It would also indicate the time frame during which the requirements of Section 4 of the RTI Act, 2005, would be complied with. 


(ii)
The compliance of all orders of the Commission in different cases in regard the Section 4(1)(b) should be reported.  

8.

Report from the Government of Punjab, Principal Secretary, Local Government would be submitted to the Commission within 15 days.

9.

This will come up for compliance of the above directions on 25.02.2008.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.  





  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Chandigarh

Dated: 29.01.2008









Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)
   





  State Information Commissioner

